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Baltimore, MD | September 2013

Dear FORCE Supporters:

When we started FORCE in 2010, we were responding to the hunger we witnessed for more
public conversations about sexual violence and abuse in the United States. FORCE grew out of
this need to lift the shame and silence that had been placed upon us by creating public spaces
for survivors to share our stories, heal and gain community support. Although our plan was for
FORCE to grow, we couldn’'t have imagined the movement that it is today:.

So how does FORCE do this work of erasing shame from narratives of sexual violence? As
artists, it is not by surprise we engage in resistance through art. This report outlines how each of
the projects this year is disrupting rape culture.

Our largest project to date, and the one that lays the foundation for much of our work, is the
Monument Quilt - a project by and for survivors. The first two quilt squares were made by us; it
was first time Rebecca ever wrote her story. Those of us that are leading this work are the ones
who are directly affected by it. This is what it means to be grass-roots.

In the United States the narrative of sexual violence supports the status quo rather than
dismantling it. When we hear about rape it is most often cis, straight, white, young heterosexual
women. In the mainstream media, we don’t hear how sexual and domestic violence affects
people of color, LGBTQ people, trans* people, people with disabilities, children, elders,
immigrants and people who are incarcerated. While all stories are important, the stories that
are silenced in mainstream narratives are the ones that we need to hear the most to truly
understand and fight rape culture in the United States.



Why are the stories that are most often silenced the stories of those who are facing the highest
levels of violence? While all stories are important, the stories that are silenced in mainstream
narratives are the ones that we need to hear the most to truly understand and be able to fight
rape culture in the United States.

FORCE seeks to end these silences with narratives created by and for survivors. In this work,
we center the stories of LGBTQ survivors and communities of color. In 2015, we amplified

the intersections between race, criminalization and rape culture by hosting quilt displays and
workshops in solidarity with survivors of domestic violence who were wrongfully incarcerated.
In 2016, we built on this work by underscoring how rape culture, coupled with state violence,
upholds oppressive structures by creating art actions to fight for Tribal Sovereignty to protect
Native communities and Nations.

For those of us who have lived this violence, these connections are not abstract. It is the fact
that Native American Nations cannot prosecute non-Native who commit rape on our lands.

It is the fact that homophobia teaches LGBTQ survivors to not name our experiences. It is the
fact that 27% of trans people who interacted with police were sexually assaulted by an officer in
the past year.

In 2018, FORCE will exhibit the Monument Quilt over one mile of the National Mall with
thousands of stories from survivors speaking to these realities. We need your help to get there.
While the quilt has grown tremendously in the past 3 years, there is still much work to be done.
We hope that you will stay with us as we grow this important project, so that its can truly and
forever change how people in the US respond to rape and support survivors.

FORCE is survivor-led and survivor funded. 7277 people donated to FORCE in 2016. Over half of
our operating budget comes from individual donations. At the center of this amazing group of
donors is our friends, our family, and our community. It is truly our friends and our family who
have made this work possible. We are so proud of everything we have done in 2016, and we
couldn’t have done it without you.

In Solidarity,

Hannah and Rebecca




FORCE: Upsetting Rape Culture creates

art actions to upset the culture of rape and
promote a culture of consent. FORCE designs
communications campaigns to generate media
attention and get millions of people talking.
Nationally known for producing large-scale
public art projects, FORCE believes that a
more difficult and honest conversation needs
to happen in America to face the realities of
sexual violence, and envision a world where
sex is empowering and pleasurable rather than
coercive and violent.

SURVIVOR LEADERSHIP -

FORCE builds campaigns to amplify the voices of
survivors of sexual assault and abuse. We are led
and organized by survivors. We lift up our work
as a radical possibility model for social change.

ART ACTION - Using arts as a means

of resistance and engagement, FORCE creates
multi-media campaigns to foster dialogue,
affirmation, and social change.

HEALING - FORCE creates powerful

spaces where survivors can come together, and
use storytelling, art making and other mediums
to break cycles of sexual violence and abuse.



LEADERSHIP TEAM

Comprised of international, national and community leaders dedicated to ending rape culture,
the Leadership Team is the driving force behind the Monument Quilt’s exhibition on the

National Mall in the Fall of 2018.
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FORCE’s work is based out of our Baltimore
studio in Motor House. All 1700 Monument
Quilt Squares are housed here. Volunteers
gather regularly to process quilt squares, help
paint banners for actions like the Dakota
Access Pipeline Prayer at Union Station, and
meet for survivor skillshares convened by
Gather Together. It is a space for art making,
community building and witnessing. In

the past year, we had 250 volunteers work
with FORCE. They added 740 squares to the
Monument Quilt in 2016.

“After being assaulted, I wasn't sure
how to return to being me again. I
tried moving past what happened
without acknowledging that I'm very
different now than before everything
happened, and it kept me from healing.
Volunteering at FORCE helps me
remember to love the person I am now,
and reminds me that there are other
people learning to love themselves too,
and fighting for those still struggling.”

- Chase Alston, FORCE Volunteer






Monument Quilt

The Monument Quilt is FORCE’s largest and most well-known campaign to date. Launched in
May 2013, the Monument Quilt is an ongoing collection of now 1700 survivor stories written,
stitched and painted onto red fabric. A public healing space by and for survivors of rape

and abuse, the quilt resists the popular and narrow narrative of how sexual violence occurs

by telling many stories, not one. We exhibit our quilts in town centers and sites of political
resistance to build communities where survivors affirmed rather than shamed.

In 2018, FORCE will bring thousands of quilt squares to the National Mall for a week long series
of events. In anticipation of the National Mall exhibition, FORCE continues to host a number
of actions across the country that highlights the often buried intersections between rape
culture, state violence, and white cis-patriarchy.



MONUMENT QUILT WORKSHOPS

The goal of FORCE’s Monument Quilt workshops are twofold: to gather a group of people
together who want to add their voices to the quilt, and to use art to challenge the impact of
rape culture in our lives. Workshop participants use storytelling and quilt making to foster
community support. This year we hosted 25 workshops across the nation and Mexico to
facilitate critical dialogues about consent, survival, oppression and healing. Our workshops are
hosted by staff, leadership team members, partner organizations and volunteers.

FORCE leadership team members hosted workshops at conferences and convenings around
the country, including Oklahoma, Massachusetts and Maryland. Here’s a snapshot of three of
those workshops:

East Coast 2 Spirit Society Survivor Symposium
Yearly Gathering Berkeley, CA | April 2016

Organized by leadership team member Jadelynn
Stahl, 60 participants came together at the
University of Berkeley for a day-long event
using radical art to strengthen survivor centered
communities, and identify actions to intervene
in the campus’ sexual assault policies.

Salamanca, NY | September 2016

10 participants took part in a multigenerational
workshop about consent, rape culture and its
intersections with Native culture.

Phynyx Ministries

in Partnership with FORCE

Baltimore, MD | March 2016 “There is value in your voice”

Phynyx Ministries is a Christian Survivor support -Quilt Work ShOp P articip ant
group. Phynyx founder, Angela D. Wharton

hosted a quilt workshop in FORCE's studio.



QUILT DISPLAYS

A large scale art display that engages communities in powerful acts of healing and reflection,
FORCE seeks to host quilt displays in spaces that highlights the intersections between rape
culture and other forms of oppression, and celebrates the diversity of survivor histories.

We organized 11 quilt displays in 2016.

Strong Women, Strong Nation Conference

National Museum of the American Indian
Washington, D.C. | March 2016



Colgate University
Hamilton, NY | March 2016

11



El Monumento de Historias

ENAH - National College of Anthropology and History
Mexico City, Mexico | May 2016
Sexual Assault Awareness Event



Janet & Walter Sondheim Artscape Prize Exhibition

Baltimore Museum of Art
Baltimore, MD | July 2016



National Night Out

Fort Meade Military Base
Fort Meade, MD | August 2016




NOT ALONE BALTIMORE
April 2016

A month long citywide campaign envisioning a world that supports and afhrms survivors.
FORCE hosted a series of events exploring the intersections of rape, abuse, race, sexuality,
identity, gender and state violence. The event series could not have happened without our
community partners.

Not Alone Baltimore programming included:

What Does Community Accountability Look Like?

Given the reality that the criminal justice system has failed so many communities, particularly
people of color - survivors are calling for new visions of transformational justice that do not
mandate interaction with police. This panel explored how restorative justice practices can be
used for survivors of sexual violence and abuse.

Storytelling as Resistance

An evening of poetry, storytelling and song uplifting survivors. Performers included Gather
Together collective member Ama Chandra, award winning poet, Tafisha Edwards, Sons of
Baldwin and acclaimed musician, ] Pope.




Survivor Town Hall

100 survivors and allies came together to answer the question, “how can Baltimore build a healing
community for survivors?” Survivors discussed what they needed from Baltimore to prevent
sexual and domestic violence, and identified opportunities to engage in movement building.

Quilt Exhibit

A thousand quilt squares blanketed two blocks of Baltimore’s North Avenue - a major
thoroughfare. Our largest Monument Quilt exhibition to date, hundreds of people gathered
and engaged with quilt squares, took part in quilt making workshops, witnessed a survivor
processional and series of performances. View the video from NOT ALONE on Refinery29 and
read Rebecca Nagle’s Baltimore Sun Op Ed about the Survivor Town Hall.


http://www.refinery29.com/2016/06/112507/the-monument-quilt-rape-culture-domestic-violence-victims
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-sexual-violence-20160405-story.html

“I’'m part of the Monument Quilt because I found the power of the community.”

Lorena is a passionate survivor advocate,
activist and counselor. Originally from Mexico
City, she is dedicated to promoting the healing
and wellness of Latinx survivors. Based in
Queens, Lorena uses the Monument Quilt as
a healing tool to sustain movement building
with Latinx survivors. She describes her work
as a “call to action” within the community,
that bridges understandings of state violence,
consent and survival. In the past year, Lorena
has hosted nine quilt displays, workshops and
other events - her tireless work to amplify

the narratives of Latinx survivors across the
intersections of race, immigration status, class
and gender identity has profoundly deepened
our work as a movement.

Here are just a few snapshots of Lorena’s
Monument Quilt organizing this year:

Walking Quilt

East Bronx, NY | September 2016

For the past sixteen years, thousands of
Latinx community member have gathered
to memorialize Gladys Ricart, a survivor
murdered by her batterer. This year, 50
members of the Monument Quilt wore red
dresses with statistics on domestic violence
at the March, and held quilt squares at the
closing ceremony with a call to action.

Women and Sexuality Workshops
East Harlem & Queens, NY | April & Sept. 2016

A series of workshops exploring beliefs,
traditions and ideas that support abuse
and patriarchy in the Latinx community.
13 participants used the quilt to document
narratives in their community.



Not What’s Broken, What's Healed

El Museo de Barrio

New York, NY | September 2016

A Monument Quilt exhibition hosted in collaboration with the Laundromat Project. Hosted
workshops with survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.
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-
Tribal Sovereignty

FORCE creates public actions to advocate
for Tribal Sovereignty and build healing
spaces for Native communities. We do this
work through social media campaigns, direct
actions and quilting workshops.

Because of a racist legal framework imposed
by the United States government, Native
Nations are prohibited from prosecuting Non-
Native people who commit sexual assault,
rape, child abuse, or murder on their lands.

FORCE's tribal sovereignty projects take place
in partnership with community and national
Native organizations, including National
Indigenous Women’s Resource Center, Native
Alliance Against Violence, Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Family Violence Prevention Program,
and many other Tribal programs, coalitions
and grassroots advocates.

“It is only useful to understand the
history of rape as a tool of genocide
when we are ready to recognize the
fact that it is still being used today.”

- Rebecca Nagle, Cherokee Nation

“We are under siege as Native women.
The continued acts of domestic
violence, sexual assault, stalking,
murder, and the missing are the
continuation of genocide. When we
are under attack so are our Nations
and our future generations. I am tired
of my people, our children, and future
generations being collateral damage of
war waged against our Sovereign Tribal
Nations. When people ask, ‘When

was the last Indian War in the United
States?’ my answer is, ‘It never ended.”

- Lisa Brunner, White Earth Ojibwe

Dollar Genocide Coupon Saver

FORCE created a fake “coupon saver” with
key information about Dollar General vs
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, tribal
sovereignty, and statistics on trauma and
sexual assault within Native communities.






#ShameOnDollarGeneral

In 2003, a 13 year old tribal member was sexually assaulted while interning at a Dollar General
by his supervisor on the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Reservation. The survivor’s family sued
Dollar General in tribal court. Dollar General filed a counter suit in the US court system, argu-
ing that the Tribe could not hear the case because DG is non-Indian. In 2015, the suit made it

all the same to the Supreme Court and, if ruled in Dollar General’s favor, Native Nations would
have prohibited all Native Nations from trying civil cases involving non-Native people and
corporations. The Supreme Court tied on this case in 2016, ultimately protecting tribal sover-
eignty. FORCE engaged in two key actions to support rally Native advocates and our supporters
to protect Tribal Sovereignty.

Quilt Walk For Justice
Washington DC | December 2015

FORCE and the National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center organized a protest during the
Supreme Court Oral Arguments. Protesters wore prayer shawls on red fabric stitched and /or
painted with messages of support for Native survivors, and tribal sovereignty. The Monument
Quilt was displayed on the Capitol Lawn across the street from the Supreme Court. Watch a
video of the action by Homespun Productions on YouTube.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQS50lDrzmo

WE ARE STILL HERE

Washington DC | November 2016

During a National #NoDAPL Day of Action FORCE and DC Stands with Standing Rock led a
prayer and banner drop during rush hour at Union Station in Washington, D.C. Watch the video.

“President Obama, we fear what the future holds under Trump. If you do not stop
the pipeline during your term, the blood of our relatives will be on your hands.”
- Hope Butler, Piscataway Conoy Tribe of Maryland


https://www.facebook.com/upsettingrapeculture/videos/1192517994144253/?pnref=story

Kik Ta/
Walke Up

Oceti Sakowin Camp |
November 2016

FORCE hosted a
week long series of

quilt workshops and
healing circles to

raise awareness the
relationship between
the abuse of Mother
Earth and women.

The weekend
concluded with a

walk of support and
honoring for survivors.
Watch the video by

Indigenous Rising.

We collaborated

with Sara Tombko, a
local designer on two
infographs to illustrate
how rape culture and
white supremacy

fuel sexual violence
and attacks on tribal
sovereignty.


http://hyperallergic.com/342283/artists-rebecca-nagle-graci-horne-sexual-violence-standing-rock/
http://hyperallergic.com/342283/artists-rebecca-nagle-graci-horne-sexual-violence-standing-rock/
http://hyperallergic.com/342283/artists-rebecca-nagle-graci-horne-sexual-violence-standing-rock/
https://www.facebook.com/Indigenousrisingmedia/videos/1538191109531043/
https://www.facebook.com/Indigenousrisingmedia/videos/1538191109531043/

In 2015, Hannah Brancato, FORCE Co-Director, was awarded a community fellowship

from the Open Society Institute to launch a survivor collective in Baltimore. Grounded in the
understanding that rape culture can only change through survivor leadership, Gather
Together is an innovative group of diverse survivors using arts activism to engage in
resistance and social change. Now a year old, the collective is 30 members strong, and has
launched several arts based healing projects to change the narrative about survivors in Baltimore.

Gather Together members regularly presented about the collective and our model of arts

activism at local and national convenings, two examples are the Creative Time Summit in
Washington DC and the North Carolina CASA Conference in Raleigh, NC


https://www.osibaltimore.org/author/hannah-brancato/

ADVOCACY EVENTS

Collective members organized significant advocacy efforts to ensure that the voices of
survivors were heard in key policy discourses throughout the City.

“We have to tell our own stories.”
- Alanah N., Gather Together Member

Department of Justice Survivor Town Hall

Baltimore, MD | September 2016

The Town Hall was organized in response to the Department of Justice’s report on the Baltimore
Police Department. The event was hosted in partnership with Hollaback! Baltimore, Baltimore
Transgender Alliance, Gender Violence Clinic at the University of Maryland, Francis King Carey
School of Law, and the Human Trafficking Prevention Project, University of Baltimore, School of Law.

The burden of black women is a Baltimore Sun Op Ed written by Gather Together Collective

Member and FORCE COO, Saida Agostini, exploring the erasure of Black women from the DOJ
report on the Baltimore Police Department.



http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-bulletproof-black-women-20161107-story.html

ART ACTIONS

Surviviors Speak Out

Baltimore, MD | October 2016

FORCE collaborated with TurnAround and
Wombwork Productions for Survivors Speak Out, an
event celebrating the release of the 2016 Purple
Poetry Book, a collection of survivor poetry and
artwork.

Collective member Aliya Webermann published an
Op Ed in Baltimore City Paper about the necessity of
survivor spaces and events like the Purple Poetry
Book Launch.


http://www.survivorsgathertogether.com/work-avenue/#/survivors-speak-out/
http://www.citypaper.com/blogs/the-news-hole/bcpnews-op-alt-healing-is-a-journey-not-a-destination-sexual-and-domestic-violence-survivors-speak-out-20161020-story.html

To Be Heard

FORCE was awarded the 12th annual Sondheim Prize. The competition gives a $25,000 fellowship to
assist in furthering the career of a visual artist or visual artist collaborators living and working
in the Greater Baltimore region. Six semi-finalists are selected, and provided gallery space in
the Baltimore Museum of Art. Gather Together collective member Melani Douglass created and
directed To Be Heard, a theatrical piece accompanying FORCE's exhibit.

“We are at a critical time in humanity when we see so much of the world
in anguish and in suffering. Survivors are uniquely positioned to be the
compassionate change makers that the world needs. It is not more anger that we
need. We need FORCE and Gather Together as a unique face of survivors giving
voice to the pain and transforming the narrative to healing, one new voice at a
time. “
- Ama Chandra, Gather Together Collective Member
Singer Songwriter, Jazz and Soul Artist, Human and Founder of She Be Warrior


http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-sondheim-prize-20160709-story.html

We can't just fight against rape culture - we have to build the world we want to see. There is a lot of
confusion about what consent is, and we wanted to create spaces for communities to define and
truly understand the meaning of consent. This year, we have worked to engage communities in
dialogues and movement building about consent. Here are some of our accomplishments from 2016:

Afhirmative Consent Legislation

FORCE organized Maryland college students and testified in Annapolis in support of the
Affirmative Consent Bill. This bill would have mandated all Maryland colleges to clarify the
consent portion of their policies to include language indicating that “yes means yes”.

Leadership Team members, and college students Kiara James and Ella Rogers Fett wrote a Baltimore
Sun Op Ed on the need for this bill, calling for a rally in Annapolis in support. While the bill did not
pass, the movement has gained new momentum and supporters. Check out photos from our action.


http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-affirmative-consent-20160228-story.html
https://www.facebook.com/pg/upsettingrapeculture/photos/?tab=album&album_id=997976380265083

I Deserve

With support from the Harnisch Foundation and in conjunction with Not Alone Baltimore,
FORCE created a video to show the importance of consent and healthy relationship for survivors.

#negotiatingsex video

To show the endless ways people are negotiating consensual sex, FORCE hosted a “negotiating
sex in 30 seconds or less” challenge where the public submitted videos demonstrating ways to

negotiate sex. Two winners were selected and awarded a thousand dollar prize, courtesy of the
Harnisch Foundation and Sugar, a Baltimore based feminist adult entertainment store.



http://www.upsettingrapeculture.com/i-deserve
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLL-uwpDeVv_ghauz_mHKMvM1gKpROfPxj

Survivor led, Survivor funded

Over half of our funding comes from community members like you. We are honored that
individuals choose to invest their money and trust in our vision of a world that afhrms and
believes survivors. We could not do our work without you. Every dollar we get is used to
strengthen our movement to end rape culture.



2016 Fundraising Projects

Hear Our Stories

December 2015

An evening of celebration and testimony, our
community gathered together to reflect on
FORCE'’s work and impact. Baltimore City
resident and Delegate Mary Washington spoke
about the need for survivor led spaces. We
raised over $4,000 to support our work.

NO MORE Challenge

March 2016

NO MORE hosted a friendly crowd-sourced
fundraising competition to raise visibility of
work to fight domestic and sexual violence
across the country. The three organizations
who raised the most money from their
supporters were awarded with a matching
grant from Verizon - and thanks to your
incredible donations, FORCE placed third and
raised a total of $71,111.

Hike for Healing 2016
October 2016

In 2016 we launched Hike for Healing! A
national day of healing and visibility for

survivors and allies, 24 teams across the I invest in FORCE because of
country raised $36,000 to fund our movement. “my great respect for survivors'
In Baltimore we hosted a festival featuring willingness to speak difficult truths

local artists, musicians and poets, facilitated
a quilt making workshop and conducted self
care rituals throughout the day.

about what they've endured in an
offending culture. Ilove the idea of
FORCE as a safe place to share their
stories.”

- Robbye Apperson, FORCE donor



“I continue to invest in FORCE because they are doing the incredibly
challenging work of building community around deeply personal experiences,
and creating public awareness of issues largely only relegated to private
discussion. I strongly believe in the ability of artistic action and intervention
to shift culture and heal people and FORCE does such an exemplary job of
demonstrating this in practice .”

- Priya Bhayana, Monthly Sustainer



Foundation Support

We are immensely grateful to the foundations who invested in our work in 2016.

Baltimore Office of Promotion and the Arts

$1,600

Baltimore Community Foundation
Renewal Fund

$5,000

The Harnisch Foundation

$5,000

University of Baltimore Foundation Fund

$7,600

Art Matters Foundation

$10,000

The Robert W. Deutsch Foundation

$10,000

Baltimore City Mayor’s Office
on Criminal Justice

$11,000

The Krieger Fund

$20,000

Janet & Walter Sondheim Artscape Prize

$25,000

PNC Transformative Art Prize

$30,000

Open Society Institute-Baltimore

$60,000
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